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 On May 28, 2008, Governor Deval Patrick signed the Massachusetts Oceans Act of 2008, 
which directed me as Secretary of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs to 
develop a comprehensive management plan to serve as the basis for the protection and 
sustainable use our oceans and coastal waters. I am pleased to present the final Massachusetts 
Ocean Management Plan, which places the Commonwealth at the forefront of the national 
movement towards comprehensive ocean planning and management.  
 

This ocean plan is the product of an extraordinary planning process. In June 2009, my 
office published the draft plan, which was itself the product of 18 public meetings, 90 
stakeholder consultations, and countless hours on the part of private citizens and state officials 
alike. In the subsequent five-month period of public review, we received over 300 written 
comments and hours of testimony in five public hearings and 25 informational meetings. I would 
like to thank the Ocean Advisory Commission and the Science Advisory Council, as well as the 
staff of EEA agencies, led by Assistant Secretary Deerin Babb-Brott and the hard-working staff 
of the Office of Coastal Zone Management, for all of their work and contributions to this final 
plan. 
 
 This process has documented, through the best available science and compelling personal 
testimony, the critical importance of our marine ecosystem, and reinforced our responsibility to 
manage human uses in a framework of strong environmental protection. With our waters already 
busy with such traditional uses as fishing, shipping, and recreation, we also look seaward to 
renewable energy resources such as tidal currents and strong offshore winds as well as the 
ocean’s bounty for aquaculture of fish and shellfish. And, as always, the marine environment is a 
natural wonder that provides habitat for a wide variety of species. The charge presented by the 
Oceans Act is to carefully balance the protection and use of our ocean in a manner that preserves 
and enhances its ecological integrity. I believe the final plan meets that test and sets a strong 
basis for adaptive management for the future. 
 

In response to public comments on the draft plan as well as additional information 
brought to bear during the public review period, the final plan adds strong new protections for 



critical marine life and habitats, identifies areas suitable for renewable energy development, and 
initiates a five-year program of high-priority research. The final plan includes stronger and more 
detailed siting and performance standards associated with important environmental resources and 
revised management provisions for Regional Planning Authorities regarding wind energy 
development. And through the research program – undertaken in collaboration with, and 
supported with funding from, the Massachusetts Ocean Partnership – we will continue to address 
the most pressing issues identified in this final plan, including the need to fully characterize our 
marine habitats, identify and respond to the cumulative impacts of human uses and climate 
change, and carefully monitor the ocean system to track the effectiveness of our management 
measures.  
 

The sea has sustained the Bay State for generations. With this plan, we deepen and 
formalize the Commonwealth’s commitment to managing its ocean resources with the best 
science and strong environmental protections.  
 

I want to thank the members of the public and stakeholder groups who gave of their time 
and their expertise over the past 18 months to make the Massachusetts Ocean Management Plan 
an example for the nation and the world. I congratulate them on their contributions, and hope 
they take as much pride in the product as I do. And while the final plan is now complete, my 
staff will continue to engage the citizens of the Commonwealth as we revise our environmental 
regulations to incorporate the new protections mandated by the plan. I look forward to continued 
collaboration and success going forward. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

Ian A. Bowles 
Secretary 
Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs 
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